
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 3: Sunday, November 15, 2020 | Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
The Gospel of Matthew: 25:14-30 
Jesus told his disciples this parable: 

"A man going on a journey called in his servants and entrusted his possessions to them. 
To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one-- to each according to his ability.  

Then he went away. Immediately the one who received five talents went and traded with them,   
and made another five. Likewise, the one who received two made another two.  

But the man who received one went off and dug a hole in the ground  
and buried his master's money. 

"After a long time the master of those servants came back and settled accounts with them. 
The one who had received five talents came forward bringing the additional five.  

He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents.  See, I have made five more.’ 
His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.  

Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give you great responsibilities.   
Come, share your master's joy.’ 

Then the one who had received two talents also came forward and said, 
'Master, you gave me two talents.  See, I have made two more.' 

His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.  
Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give you great responsibilities.  

Come, share your master's joy.’ 
Then the one who had received the one talent came forward and said,  

'Master, I knew you were a demanding person, harvesting where you did not plant 
and gathering where you did not scatter; so out of fear I went off and buried your talent 

 in the ground.  Here it is back.' His master said to him in reply, 'You wicked, lazy servant! 
So you knew that I harvest where I did not plant and gather where I did not scatter?  

Should you not then have put my money in the bank so that I could have got it back with interest 
on my return?  Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten.  

For to everyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; 
but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 

And throw this useless servant into the darkness outside, 
where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.'" 

 
1st Reading - PRV 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31   2nd Reading: 1 THES 5:1-6 
 
 

 
 

 



 
What we do with our talents matter!   God wants us to invest our talents in building His 

Kingdom – and he calls us to build it together. 

 
SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS & QUESTIONS 
 
First Reading - PRV 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31:  Wisdom imparts to all who befriend her that all 
they need to be successful in the world, and that success is measured as their relationship with 
God and their family.   
 
Second Reading - 1 THES 5:1-6: St. Paul again brings an urgency to our time on earth … He 
tells the Thessalonians to be watchful and ready for when the Lord comes at the end of the age, 
which no one knows when. 
 
Gospel - MT 25:14-30: Jesus tells a story about a wealthy man who's about to go on a long trip. 
He gathers his servants and distributes to them a great deal of money – in the form of “talents”. 
One gets five, another gets two, and the last gets one talent.  Two talents would have been 
equivalent to what a worker would earn in an entire lifetime. So, even though not everyone gets 
the same amount of money, they all get a large amount of money.  
 
The servants who cared wisely for their gifts, saw great rewards.   But the one servant did not 
understand his master. Out of fear, out of lack of trust, out of lack of wisdom, he buried his 
talent.  Just as the master in the parable, God has entrusted his money to us.  
What we do with our “talents” matters.   
 
 

• The “talents” from the wealthy man were priceless – it would take a lifetime to earn even 
the equivalent of one. Are there talents you want to develop? Are you hiding a gift that 
you should be using to benefit others? 

 
• The master in the parable gave great gifts to each of the servants – but not equal 

amounts.  Consider the situation of the one who received the one talent – and what he 
did with it. Was it out of fear? Was it lack of trust? Lack of courage? Being lazy? Lack of 
wisdom?  
 

• Jesus actually talked a lot about money, to bring money into its proper place in our lives. 
Consider that the talent in the Gospel is money – how does that change our attitudes and 
behavior vs. our other gifts of time and talents/skills/knowledge?  

 
• Can you name a time you ‘stepped up to the plate’ or when your sharing of gifts was a 

deep sacrifice – even though you had a fear of failure or uncertainty? How did you 
decide to take that step? 

 



• “For everyone who has, more will be given”, Jesus says in the Gospel. Have you 
experienced the “more” in the fruits of your labor, the seeds you sow, the talents you put 
to work?  
 

His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.  
Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give you great responsibilities. 

 
 
 
SCRIPTURE CONNECTIONS & LAUDATO SI’ 
 
The servant in the Gospel did not understand his master, failing to see what a privilege he had 
been given and how to use his gift for the glory and praise of God.   
 

o When we act as good stewards, do you see that as a form of praising God? 
o Consider the pope’s first encyclical. It’s really all about stewardship, yet he uses 

the term sparingly.  He prefers “care”.  Pope Francis links the two – praising God 
and stewardship in action, by the very title: Laudato Si’: On Care for Our 
Common Home.  (Laudato si’ means Praise Be to You!) There’s also a better 
together message – the pope reminds us of our shared responsibilities for our 
“Common” Home. 

 
 
“…conversion calls for a number of attitudes which together foster a spirit of generous care, full 
of tenderness. 
 
First, it entails gratitude and gratuitousness, a recognition that the world is God’s loving gift, and 
that we are called quietly to imitate his generosity in self-sacrifice and good works: “Do not let 
your left hand know what your right hand is doing… and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you” (Mt 6:3-4).  
 
It also entails a loving awareness that we are not disconnected from the rest of creatures, but 
joined in a splendid universal communion. As believers, we do not look at the world from 
without but from within, conscious of the bonds with which the Father has linked us to all 
beings.” P 255 
 
 
 
 


